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Providence

The care, guardianship, 

and control exercised by 

a deity; divine direction . 



Acts 17:26

and He made from one man every 

nation of mankind to live on all 

the face of the earth, having 

determined their appointed times 

and the boundariesof their 

habitation,



Psalm 31:14-15

But I trusted in thee, O LORD: 

I said, Thou art my God.

My times are in thy hand:



The role persecution plays 

in Godõs providence?



John 16:33 -- ñThese things have

I spoken unto you, thatin me 

ye might have peace: in the world

ye shall have affliction, but be of

good comfort:

I have overcome the world.



Hebrews 11:32-40



Persecution

ÅActs 4 ï Peter & John in prison

ÅActs 7 ï Deacon Stephen (Church spread)

ÅPersecution of Roman Empire

ÅNero (64 AD.)

ÅDiocletian (303ï312 CE)

ÅEmperor Constantine - 325 A.D.



Persecution

ÅPersecution of Holy Roman Empire

Å1000 Years of the Dark Ages

      (500-1500 AD): Inquisition, political control

ÅReformation (Translation of Bible to English)

ÅWilliam Tyndale (1494-1536)



William Tyndale (1494-1536)

Åfirst person to translate the Bible into 

English from its original Greek and 

Hebrew and the first to print the Bible 

in English, which he did in exile.



William Tyndale (1494-1536)

Last words before Tyndaleôs death: 

©Oh Lord, open the eyes
of the King of England
that he might seeµ



Persecution

ÅHenry VIII ï England (1509-1547)

ÅMarried to Catherine of Aragon 

(daughter of Ferdinand & Isabella 

who sponsored Columbusô journey to 

the new world). 



Anglican Church

ÅKing Henry the head of the church

ÅSevered ties with Rome

ÅProduce the Bible in English (the good)

Tyndaleôs prayer was answered 



The óGreat Bibleô (1539)

Henryprovided the Church of England's 

parishes with some of the first bibles 

translated into English. This was a 

radical change; previously, almost all 

bibles had been written in Latin so were 

unreadable for ordinary people.



The Great Bible (1539)

ÅWeighed about 50 pounds

ÅCost three years wages to purchase

ÅUsually only one Bible in each 

town and it was chained to the 

pulpit of the local church 



Geneva Bible (1560) ïTextus Receptus

The Geneva Bible preceded the King 

James Version by 51 years. It was the 

primary Bible of 16th century English 

Protestantism and was used by William 

Shakespeare, Oliver Cromwell, John 

Knox, John Donne



The English reformers, Puritans, 

separatists, and even some Bishops, 

all used the Geneva Bible in their 

sermons. The false doctrines of the 

Roman Catholic Church were clearly 

exposed in the margin notes.

Geneva Bible (1560) ïTextus Receptus



Anglican Church
ÅBaptized into the local parish
ÅMandatory member of Church of England

ÅMandatory attendance ï illegal to  

    home fellowship or attend   

    another church

ÅMandatory tithes



Tyranny

In establishing any tyranny, 

the government must control 

your mind if it is to control 

your body (indoctrination)



God or Man

Acts 5:29 -- Then Peter and the 

other apostles answered and said, 

We ought to obey God rather 

than men.



For example . . .

Tyrannical government says there is no 

Creator God who exercises Divine 

providence and provides for your needs.

rather, 

The government is the supreme authority and 

is that which will provide for your needs ï 

Dependence equals obedience!  



God or Man

ÅForsake fellowship ï a virus

ÅTwo genders vs. 100 plus genders
ÅIndividual blessing of God vs. Marxism

ÅRevelation 13:8 ï The Beast

Private property, personal autonomy, 

individual wealth are all DANGEROUS! 



First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting 

the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the Government for a redress 

of grievances.



After Henry VIII  -Bloody Mary

ÅDevoted Roman Catholic

ÅAttempt to restore Catholicism in England

ÅPersecution/executions for heresy 

ÅAfter Mary's death in 1558, her re-

establishment of Roman Catholicism 

wasreversedby her younger half-sister 

and successor,Elizabeth I.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabethan_Religious_Settlement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_I


Godôs  Plot  Thickens

After Queen Elizabeth comes

King James (1603-1625)

In 1606, a group of separatists started an 

illegal house church in Strooby, England 

in the home of William Brewster.





ÅAnglicans: Members of church of England 
(Henry VIII)

ÅPuritans: desired to reform (purify) the 
Anglican Church

ÅSeparatists: Broke (separated) from the 
Anglican church

Å  Community Church of Scrooby, England

The Foundations - A New Nation 



Puritan, Pilgrims and Separatists

Separatists

ôSeparateõ from 

Church of  

England

-Pilgrims

Puritans

ôPurifyõ the 

church.

- Mistreated those 

who disagreed 

with them.



Godôs  Plot  Thickens

ÅMet on different days, 

ÅGathered at odd times,

Åwould not arrive together

ÅWatched and reported on by 

neighbors, friends - even family



Dramatic Decisions

Strooby congregation to leave for 

Holland.

12 Year truce ï Catholic Spain & 

Holland. Either recant or fight.





The History - The Pilgrimôs Voyage 

A church relocation project. 

Having the Bible in English for the 

first time, ñSeparatistsò took issue 

with the Church of England not 

following clear Biblical teaching. 



1. They would not Compromise Biblical Values
 

2. They sought Godôs Favor Continually
 

3. They were taught Not to Offend One    

   another and Not to be easily Offended
 

4.  They were Grateful

The History



The History
102 passengers PLUS the crew set sail on the 

Mayflower from Plymouth, England. Not all 

were Separatists. Some Anglicans were asked 

to join them because of their skill sets and 

their desire to come to the new world (Ex: 

Miles Standish was security, John Alden was a 

cooper, etc.)



The History

After 66 days at sea, they arrived at 

the tip of Cape Cod (Provincetown) 

on November 9, 1621. 

All 102 Pilgrims 

survived the voyage.
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Pastor John Robinsonôs Farewell letter

Be sin-confessed  (1 John 1:9)

First, we are daily to renew our repentance with God 

for our sins known, and generally for our unknown 

trespasses; When done so, sin being taken away by 

earnest repentance and the pardon thereof from the 

Lord, sealed up unto a man's conscience by His Spirit, 

great shall be his security and peace in all dangers, 

sweet his comforts in all distresses, with happy 

deliverance from all evil, whether in life or in death. 



Pastor John Robinsonôs Farewell letter

Live in Unity  (Eph. 4:1-3; 1 Cor. 1:10; Col. 3:12-15)

We are carefully to provide for peace with 

all men what in us lieth, especially with our 

associates. Watchfulness must be had that we 

neither at all in ourselves do give nor easily 

take offense being given by others


