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Gospel of John

In the Beginning



Questions . . .

How does this gospel 

ñfitò into N.T. and the 

bible overall? 



My Biasôs (Hermeneutical Approach)

History: culture, background, situation

Context: what comes before/after the   

    verse, chapter, book, entire Bible

Grammar: Hebrew, Greek, English

Parallel Passages: scripture its own commentary

Word Studies: (light, water, bread, etc.)

Genre: (history, poetry, prophecy, etc.) 



Historical Context



Historical Context

End of first Century (90-95 AD)

60 years after Christ

Eyewitnesses mostly dead

False doctrine infiltrating



Important Questions

Mat 16:13-15  --  When Jesus had come to the 

region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man 

is?"  They said, "Some say John the Baptist, 

others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets."  He asked them, "But who do you 

say I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God!"



Historical Context

Plan óAô: Satanôs greatest trick

Satanôs Plan óBô: confuse the truth 
with false god(s)

(Mystery Religions, Greek 
Pantheism, Hinduism, Buddhism) 



World Religions by Size
Christianity: 2.4 billion, 30 % world population

Islam: 2 billion, 25 % world population

Hinduism: 1.1 billion, 14 % world population.

Buddhism: 700 million, or  8% world pop.

Sikhism: 25 million worldwide

Shinto (Japan): 3 million worldwide



World Religions by Size

Christianity: (Catholic, Lutheran, etc.)

Islam: 5 Pillars, good must outweigh the bad

Hinduism: Reincarnation by karma

Buddhism: goal of enlightenment

Sikhism: resist negative behaviors, treat others

Shinto (Japan): ókamiô: wind, rivers, trees, etc.



Roman Catholic Church
1.3 Billion worldwide

Levels of knowledge & access to God

- Pope the Vicar of Christ

- Priest must teach you

- saints (Mary, etc. ) must intercede for you

- church membership secures you

- sacraments add to your salvation (Baptism, Eucharist) 

- church tradition equal with scripture



Islam (5 Pillars)
Shahaadah: profession of Faith

Salaat: daily prayer

Zakat: giving alms

Sawm: fasting (Ramadan)

Hajj: Mecca

Your ógoodô should outweigh your óbadô       



Hinduism
Brahma: universal soul (the creator)

Vishnu: preserver    Shiva: destroyer

Atman: individual soul (death & rebirth) karma

Human life is divided into four stages, and 
there are defined rites and rituals for each stage 
from birth till death (again with the levels)

The Vedaôs (knowledge) are sacred



Buddhism
Siddhartha Guatama(600 BC) became ôThe Buddhaõ 
by achieving enlightenment.

4 Noble Truths lead to the 8-fold path

Ultimate goal is ôenlightenmentõ (ôbodhiõ: means the 
knowledge or wisdom, or awakened intellect, of  a Buddha.)

(Gnostic levels of  spiritual achievement 

through knowledge)


