


Genesis

Chapter 4:1-8



Genesis  Summary

Chapter 1: Creation of the physical universe

Chapter 2: Focus on God/Man/Woman

Chapter 3: All creation under sin

Chapter 4: Sin spreads w/ consequences



Genesis Chapter 4 - Origins

First Child

The first Prophet

Ritual Sacrifice

Atonement

First City

Animal Husbandry

Music

Metallurgy

1st Use of the Word 

ñBloodò

1ôst use: word ñsinò



Chapter 3 Themes

Sinned by eating ïthey would suffer to eat

Eve manipulated Adam ïAdam would 

rule over

Serpent destroyed human race ïhe 

would be destroyed by a man

Man will die ïchildren will be born 



Chapter 3 ðChapter 4 Links

Adam/Eve did it their way ïCain likewise

Ch. 3 sin against God ïCh. 4 sin against man

Ch. 3 Sin of the one ïCh. 4 sins of the family 



Chapter 3 Themes

Sin brings Consequences

Satan: Anointed Cherub: lost position

Adam: the Earth rebels (thorns)

Eve: physical pain/emotional contention

Cain: eviction, restless, longing



Themes

Cain/Abel literal historybut also a 

parableof the two ñseedsò

Cain: seed of the serpent (murderer)

Abelñseed of the womanò (Christ)

God now communes from a distance



Genesis 4:1

Firstborn Child of Promise

Cain Seth

Ishmael Isaac

Esau Jacob



Genesis 4:1

Cain:ñgottenò 

ñwith the help of the Lordò

Eve believed in the Lord and the truth of 

His promise.

Sorrow for awhile ïjoy in the morning 



Genesis 4:2

Abel:  ñfutilityò, or ñvaporò

Keeper of flocks

Why?



Genesis 4:3

ñCourse of timeò: regular 

occurrence (Sabbath?)

ñCain brought an offeringò
(believed in God ï worshipped God)



Themes

Cain/Abel ñworshipò

Literally: ñto be bowed downò

To Godôs will ïnot our own, 

acknowledging our guilt & helplessness 



1 Cor. 8:6

yet for us there is one God (not you), the 

Father, from whom are all things and for

whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, through whomare all things and 

through whom we exist.



Themes ðPlace of  Worship

#1: Specific Place of Worship

They ñbroughtò their offerings 

(didnôt offer them where they were)

Cain ñwent out from the Lordôs presenceò



Themes ðPlace of  Worship

Genesis 3:24

ñand He (God) dwelt at the east of the 

Garden of Eden between the Cherubim, 

as a shekinah (a ófire-tongueô or ófire-

swordô) to keep open the Tree of Life. 


