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In the beginning God created the heavens and the
carth. 2 And the earth was a formless and desolate
emptiness, and darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over
the surface of the waters.



The transcendent, omnipotent Godhead called into
existence the space-mass-time universe including
compound matter.



Non-Christians’ Barriers to Faith

@® GenZ @® GenX
Millennials Boomers

- o _. 29%
| have a hard time believing that

a good God would allow so much ® 22
evil or suffering in the world e

Christians are hypocrites ® 25

q 20%
| believe science refutes too
much of the Bible = ==———g) 22%

q 19%
I don't believe in fairy tales @ 23

—) 15%
There are too many injustices
in the history of Christianity =~ =) 18%

—) 12%
| used to go to church, but it's
just not important to me anymore - 8%

® &
| had a bad experience at church /
with a Christian @ 5%
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Now while Paul was waiting for them (Silas &
Timothy) 1n Athens, his spirit was being
provoked within him as he observed that the city
was full of idols. = So he was reasoning 1n the
synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing
Gentiles, and 1n the marketplace every day with
those who happened to be present.



And some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers as well were conversing with him.
Some were saying, “What could this scavenger of
tidbits want to say?”” Others, “He seems to be a
proclaimer of strange deities,”—because he was
preaching Jesus and the resurrection.



And they took him and brought him to the
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new
teaching 1s which you are proclaiming?  For
you are bringing some strange things to our ears;

so we want to know what these things mean.”
(Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting
there used to spend their time 1in nothing other
than telling or hearing something new.)



So Paul in the midst of the Areopagus
and said, “Men of Athens, I see that you are very
religious 1n all respects.  For while I was
passing through and examining the objects of
your worship, I also found an altar with this
inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’
Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I
proclaim to you.



