


-- Watertown Arrests (Truth)

Those of us who Insist on absolute truth
are not only considered to be misguided,
but are considered by many to even be

. Why? Because to claim that
there Is absolute truth leads to intolerance
and prejudice against what others think.



-- Watertown Arrests (Truth)

Morality today has been virtually defined In terms
of relativism. If you don't believe that the truth
you see Is binding on me, then you are humble
and good and moral. But If you do believe that the
truth you see Is binding on me, then you are
arrogant and intolerant and immoral. Virtue or
morality today demands relativism.



-- Watertown Arrests (Truth)

It's a world in which his message (the gospel) has
been nullified even before It is spoken, because
TRUTH Is seen as the rotten root of bigotry and
Intolerance and prejudice. But relativism on the
other hand Is seen as the wholesome mother of
cultural respect and tolerance and peace.



-- Watertown Arrests (Truth)

Truth has been taken out of reality. By and large
people don't think about absolute truth anymore.
They are not looking for THE truth that can give
meaning and purpose to all of life and history.



-- China/Russia Naval Exercises

-- Cyber Attacks on Health
Infrastructure



Israel: Damascus Airstrikes
Isaiah 17:1

Civil War over Court Reform
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Chapter 2:18-29
The Church at Thyatira



180And to t he
church in Thyatira write:
The Son of God who haseyes
like a flame of fire and His feet
are like burnished bronzgsays
this:

d



19 ‘I know your deeds, and your
love and faith and service
and perseverance, and that

your deeds of late are greater
than at first.



20 But I have this against you, that you
the woman , Who
a prophetess, and she
My bond-servants astray so
that they commit acts of immorality
and eat things sacrificed to 1dols.



21 I gave her time to repent,
and she
of her immorality.



22 Behold, I will throw her on a
bed of sickness, and those
who commit adultery with her
Into great tribulation, unless they
repent of her deeds.



23 And | will kill her children with

, and will
know that | am He who
~and | will
give to according

to your



24 But | say to you, the rest who are Ir
Thyatira, who do not hold this
teaching, who have not known the deef
things of Satan, as they call them |

place no other burden on youl.



25 Nevertheless what you have,
hold fast until | come.



26 He who
who
to him | will give
the nations;



27 and he shall rule them with a

rod of Iron, as the vessels of the

potter are broken to pieces, as |

also have received authority from
My Father;



28 and | will give him the
morning star



29 He who has , let
him hear what the Spirit
says to the 5 O



1. Name of the church

2. Title Jesus Uses

3.Commendation — what’s good
4.Concern — what’s bad

5. Exhortation — what to do
6.Promise to the Overcomer - unique
7.“He that hath an ear, let him hear”



. good on doctrine, good on works
BUT | ost t h @wdrsHip not Pstfwolksy
. 'myrrh' (death)o nothing negative
sald about them. The church closest tc
Jesus Is suffering
> City of the serpent



. greatpolitical center
. greatcommercial center
. greatreligious center




1.Local: Actual churches in John's day with

The actual problems described
2.Uni1versal (correction): “to the churches”

3.Personal (homiletic): 'he that hath an ear”

4 Prophetic: lays out church history




1) Ephesus: Apostolic Church (AD 33100)

2) Smyrna: Persecuted Church (AD 10313)
3) Pergamos: Mixed Marriage (AD 313590)
4) Thyatira: Continual Sacrifice (AD 5901517)



1)

2)
3)

Ephesus:- Eph 2:20 built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone,

Smyrna:l f you enOnOo¢k0 Nl d a
Pergamos:Become like the world to win it
Thyatira: work your way into the kingdom



Fourth Church

Se—” &

ORel I gI ous 0 -meanink s
G LUt ol T en 0P X

omore | S bet

Thyatira: (A.D. 590 - 1517)



For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it Is the gift of God,;
SO that no
one may boast.



Acts 2:.38 -- Peter sard to them,

" . EOEOUpd £AOEdE £
be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you will recelve the gift

of



Galatians 5:2225 - But the

IS love, joy, peace, patience,
Kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,?3 gentlenessselfcontrol;
against such thingghere is no law.



Galatians 5:2225 - %*Now those
who belong toChrist Jesuscrucified

the flesh with its passions andesires.
25 |f we live | et O S

as well. (versus man
made traditions)



54-68 Nero (Paul beheaded Petercrucified upsidedown)
9596

104-117 Trajan (Ignatius burned at the stake)

161-180 Marcus Aurelius (Polycarp martyred)

200211 SeptimusSeverud killed Irenaeus)

235237 Maximinus (killed Ursula and Hippolytus)
249251 Decius

257-260 Valerian

270275 Aurelian

303313



313AD 0 . Moved capital
of empire from Rome to Byzantium
(Constantinople/lstanbul). He issued
Edict of Milan (religious toleration),
ordered the Nicaea Council, worship
on Sundayos, No WO



606 AD o Title of Popegivento Bonifacelll by
Emperor Phocas

7/09AD - Doctrine of kissingtheP o p &dt s

850AD 0 Holy Water

1090AD o The Rosary(Peterthe Hermit)
1215AD - Transubstantiation
1229 AD - Bible forbidden to be read by laypeople

(Mass deli vered 1In



Purgatory
Prayers/candles/Massedor the Dead
Indulgenceslcons/Idols

Praying to the Saints

Mary the sinlessintercessor



Next week: 15170 Protestant Reformation
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The Seven Churches of Revelation

Macedonia :
Galatia

Pergamum X -
.. T,?yama Asia Minor

@ Sardis
.
Smyrna. Philadelphia
Ephesus
®Laocdicea

Antioch

Patmos @ Byblos

Sidon
Tyre

Na‘zareth O

B®thiehem

Mediterranean Sea Jerusalem)@® @




Longestletters- smallestity.

40 mileseastof Pergamos

Not coastal,no harbor,not on a main
traderoute

An unimportantity in Asia Minor.



Therewere two factorswhich accountec
evenfor the existenceof thecity.

Wasa military city I anoutpostthatacted
as a buffer to protect the seat of
governmento thewestof it T Pergamum
Many Romansoldiersgarrisonedhere
(aroughtownwith aroughcrowd)



Thyatira a commercial town. Three
primary goods in which they
traded.

Leather, pottery, dye.



Good source of clay In the river
valleys Jesusreferenceto judging
with arod of iron In this letterrelates
to the pottery shops in Thyatira




Take out all the flawed pottery and sme
it with an iron rod. The Potter didn't wa
corrupted, iIncomplete or unholy pots
circulating In the town because that wao
was a reflection of himself. The
Implication iIs clear regarding God as tl
potter and ourselves as the clay.



The third material they produced
variouscolorsof dye They produced
many colorsof dye but the mostrare
and most valuable was the purple
dye,themostexpensiveof whichwas
extractedrom aform of shellfish



Lydia First Christian convert in
Europe. (Acts chapter 16).



180And to t he
church in Thyatira write:
The Son of God who haseyes
like a flame of fire and His feet
are like burnished bronzgsays
this:

d



"the castle of Thya" (or 'white-castle') but
previously called Semiramis

Semiramis Nimrod's wife and T a mmu
mother, (seeder 7. 17,

44:1/7-19, 25.



Son of Zeus
God of t he O0OsSsuU



Apollo, 0t e tgro dwhjch I1s why
Jesus used the title of Himself here
olhe Sonof Goddo.

Vs. O Queen of He



For behold, the day Is coming, burning
like a furnace and all the arrogantand
everyevildoer will be chaff; and the day
that 1Is coming will setthem a b | a
says , 0 S that It

will



leave them neither root nor
branches 2 But for you who fear My
name, the sun of righteousnesawill rise
with healingin Its wings,



eyes of f I r (&:D4-15): penetrating
judgment, refinement

Mk 10:14 o6 'moved with indignation' (send the

children to me)
Mk 3:5 d healing withered hand on Sabbath
John 2:150 money-changers



19 ‘I know your deeds, and
and faith and service
and perseverance, and that
your deeds of late are greater
than at first.



Jesus saw their deeds (he sees your
deeds as well)

We don't practice good works/deeds
in order to BE born again — but i1f we
ARE born again that fact will be
reflected 1n our lives by how we live
and where our affections lye.



Luke 6:46 -- "“Now why do you call Me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” and do not do what I say?

Matthew 7:21 -- “Not everyone who says to Me,
‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of My Father who 1s 1n
heaven will enter.






