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Chapter 3:1-6
The Church at Sardis



olo the angel of the church In

write: He who has of

God and , saysthis: O |
, that you have a

name that you are , and yet you

ale



2 , and strengthen the
things that , which were
. for | have not found your deeds
In the sight of My God.



3 Soremember what you have

- and , and
. , If you do not wake
up, | will come , and you

will not know at what hour | will
come to you.



4  But you have IN
Sardis who have not

. and they will
IN , for they are worthy.



5 The one who will
be clothed the same way, I

garments; and | will his
name from , and |
will before My

Father and before His angels.



6 He who has an ear
what
the Spirit says to the
churches.



What’s 1n a
Name. ..



: “assembly”’, called out ones’

Eph. 2:22 - 1n whom you also are

being built together into
in the Spirit.



What’s the
Purpose of . . .



Not a social club

Not a self-help group
For the equipping of saints

Encourage & strengthen one another



I write so that you will know
how one ought to conduct himself

in the household of God, which 1s
of the living God, the pillar
and support of



Jesus is the truth (John 1:14, 17; 14:6)
God’s Word is truth (John 17:17)
Gospel of Truth (Gal. 2:5, 14; Eph. 1:13)



What’s 1n a
Name. ..



Meaning Lost to History

Name doesn’t fit
(Alive but Dead)

Not Erase Your Name

Confess Your Name




good on doctrine, good on works BUT lost their
ORBEET SS St fsoRVEe: O e Ty e Weal St sa
'myrrh' (death)o The suffering church is closest to
Jesus, city was a great commercial center
. Satan's Throne, city was a great religious center
Tolerated Jezebed false doctrine and worldliness,
Satan infiltrated from within
Thought they were alive but are dead only a faithful
remnant.



1
2
3

. Name of the church

. T1tle Jesus Uses

. Commendation — what’s good

. Concern — what’s bad

. Exhortation — what to do

. Promise to the Overcomer - unique
. “He that hath an ear, let him hear”



1.Local: Actual churches in John's day with

The actual problems described
2.Uni1versal (correction): “to the churches”

3.Personal (homiletic): 'he that hath an ear”

4 Prophetic: lays out church history




1) Ephesus: Apostolic Church (AD 33100)

2) Smyrna: Persecuted Church (AD 10313)

3) Pergamos: Mixed Marriage (AD 313590)

4) Thyatira: Continual Sacrifice (AD 5901517)
5) Sardis: Reformation Church (AD 15171700)



Ephesus:- Eph 2:20 built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone,

Smyr na: | T @@y edn@d mh ot
Pergamos: Become like the world to win It
Thyatira: work your way Into the kingdom
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The Seven Churches of Revelation

Macedonia :
Galatia

Pergamum X -
.. T,?yama Asia Minor

@ Sardis
.
Smyrna. Philadelphia
Ephesus
®Laocdicea

Antioch

Patmos @ Byblos

Sidon
Tyre

Na‘zareth O

B®thiehem

Mediterranean Sea Jerusalem)@® @




olo the angel of the church In

write: He who has of

God and , saysthis: O |
, that you have a

name that you are , and yet you

ale



Lost it's original meaning
(a name but you are dead) (vs. 1, 5)

Dr.Arnold Fruchtenbaum'’s
scholarship which supports the
meaning as * 2



First city in the world to mint coins
under King Alyattes (635585 B.C.)

Ruled by King Croesus (King Midas)
River of gold (Pactolus)o Mt. Mount Tmolus

Streets of Sardis covered In gold dust
Cyrus took 600,000,000 in gold



Capital of Lydia
50 Miles East Ephesus
Junction of 5 main roads
Military Center
Top of Inaccessible plateau



Nt -rre: Ol I s

Main Temple: Artemis (Diana)
Acropolis 1500 feet above main roads
Manufacture woolen garments (Vvs.
robes of white)



oWake Upo
City only conquered twice
( the Greato 547 B.C.)
( the Greato 334 B.C.)
Guard were asleep/complacent



Isaiah 11:2 0 oand the Spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding the Spirit of counseland
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the LORD.



Zechariah 3:9; 4:16 For behold, the stone

that | have put before Joshua; on one stone
seven o theyare the eyes of the Lor
roami ng throughout t



Zechariah 3:9; 4:16 For behold, the stone

that | have put before Joshua; on one stone
seven o theyare the eyes of the Lor
roami ng throughout t



Revelation 4:50 Out from the throne came
flashes of lightning and sounds and peals c
thunder. And there werg

burning before the throne, which are the



Revelation 5:6-- And | saw between the
throne (with the four living creatures) and
the elders a Lamb standing, as Iif
slaughtered, having seven horns and seve
eyes, sent
out into all the earth.



The number o070 represen
Jesus Is here represented as the omnisctene. There
IS also, however, the contrast between life and deatt
Jesus Is addressing @ad church yet He is The One
who grants spiritual life thru His Holy Spirit, the
Sevenfold Spirit of God . The flesh profits nothing,
It Is the Spirit which gives life (John 6:63).




The Holy Spirit Is the third person of the
Trinity o co-equal God with Father and
Son...so In what sense does Jestiave'the
Holy Spirit. He Is sent by Jesus as a love gi

to those who will inherit salvation.




John 14:1617 (15:26; 16:7pP But | tell you
the truth: it Is to your advantage that | am
leaving; for If | do not leave, the Helper will
not come to you, but if | go, | will send Him
to you.



Ihe Fathersent the Son
Ihe Sonsent The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirt sent the Word



Seven stars are the seven messenge



Jesus 1s the Chief-Shepherd
Walks among the lampstands

Will present a pure Bride



No doctrinal . but,

No word of
I\[¢



No aggressive witness.

No persecution = no ifluence



The unsaved 1n Sardis saw the
church as “respectable people” —
neither nor

Just another civic or social group
but no supernatural power.



They were a clique of

“good people” with a

Dying witness and decaying
ministry (Weirsbe)



2 , and strengthen the
things that , which were
. for | have not found your deeds
In the sight of My God.






