Chapter 2 — Jesus Letters to
His churches



The Chief-Shepherd who walks among the
lampstands can accurately judge the
thoughts and intents

Luke 18:80 0 . . . when t
comes wi | | Hiems' L el =55



1 Pet 4:170 Judgment has begun
with the House of God (church
compromises and closures8 tear
down to build up)



on
Jesus 1s also reﬁnmg H1s church Ephesians 5.

. .Christ 1s the head of the church, his body,
and 1s himself 1ts Savior. Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, that he
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, so that he
might present the church to himself 1n splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that
she might be holy and without blemish.
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The Seven Churches of Revelation
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1.Local: Actual churches in John's day with

The actual problems described
2.Uni1versal (correction): “to the churches”

3.Personal (homiletic): 'he that hath an ear”

4 Prophetic: lays out church history




1. Name of the church

2. Title Jesus Uses

3.Commendation — what’s good
4.Concern — what’s bad

5. Exhortation — what to do
6.Promise to the Overcomer - unique
7.“He that hath an ear, let him hear”



Why seven? Biblically speaking, seven
represents fullness or completeness.
These seven churches, then, are
representative of every church out there.



Why these particular seven cities?
Why not: Antioch, Paul's hometown
Alexandria: largest library of world
Jerusalem: birthplace of church?

Rome: largest collection of saints?



Name of Church

Title of Christ

Represents

Commendation
(Good News)

Condemnation
(Bad News)

Exhortation (what
to correct)

Promise to the
Overcomer

The Closing

Ephesus (Desired
One)

Jesus as High
priest

Apostolic (Pentecost
100 AD)

Works, patience,
righteousness

Left first love

Repent/turn from
it

Eat from Tree of Life

Smyrna (myrrh-
death)

The eternal one

Persecuted (106313
AD)

| know your works,
persecution, poverty

remain faithful

no second death

Pergamos (mixed
marriage)

Bringer of truth

Unequally yoked (314
590 AD)

Kept the faith

Doctrine of
Balaam and
Nicolaitans

Repent/turn from
it

Eat hidden manna,
white stone, new name

Thyatira (Continual
labor/sacrifice)

The Judge

Medieval Church (590
1517 AD)

Good works, love,
service, faith,
patience

will go into
tribulation

Repent/turn from
it

Power over nations,
rule with Christ

Sardis (remnant)

Omniscient
One

Reformation Church
(15171700)

You are dead

Be watchful,
strengthen, repen

Name not blotted out,
confess before my
Father

Philadelphia
(Brotherly Love)

Holy and true
One

Missionary Church
(17001900 AD)

Openly confess the
Word and the
Incarnation

None/hold fast

pillar in temple, new
name, kept from
tribulation

Laodocea (Rule of
the People)

Faithful and
true witness

End-times Church
(1900today)

Lukewarm,
wretched,
naked, poor,
blind

Be zealous, repen

Sit with me on my
throne




Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus
write; These things saith he that holdeth
the seven stars in his right hand, who
walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks;



Ephesus: now called Kusadasi in modern
day Turkey. It contains one of the great
ruins anywhere on the planet.



World-famous as a religious, cultural, and
economic center of the region. Ephesus
had the notable temple of Diana, a
fertility goddess worshiped with immoral
SeX.






Supported by 127 Ionic columns, each
towering 60 feet tall, 1t covered an area
130 x 60 yards, making 1t four times
larger than the Parthenon in Athens,
Greece.



From a religious standpoint Ephesus was the
center of the worship of Diana.

Diana was the most sacred goddess in the
civilized ancient Greco-Roman world and the
temple to Diana was one of the Seven Wonders.
It was constructed of Persian marble — 425 feet
long, 260 feet wide. Rested on 130 columns
standing 60 feet high: 37 columns of which were
embellished with gold and jewels.



